
Reading List - Native Use Of Fire; compiled by Dale Swedberg 

Books specifically addressing Indians and Native fire use 
 
1) Forgotten Fires - Native Americans and the Transient Wilderness by Omer Stewart. 
2) Indians, Fire and the Land in the Pacific Northwest, Robert Boyd, ed. 
3) Fire, Native Peoples and the Natural landscape, Thomas R. Vale, ed. 
4) 1491 - New Revelations of the Americas Before Columbus by Charles Mann. 
5) Tending the wild – Native American knowledge and management of California’s 

natural resources by M. Kat Anderson. 
6) Before the Wilderness: Environmental Management by Native Californians by Kat 

Anderson and Thomas Blackburn. 
7) Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England by William 

Cronon. 
8) The ecological Indian by Shepard Krech III. 
 

Other books entirely or partially about wildland fire 
 
9) Discordant harmonies - A new ecology for the 21st century, Daniel Botkin. 
10) Flames in our forests – Disaster or renewal by Stephen Arno & Steven Allison-

Bunnell. 
11) Mimicking nature’s fire- Restoring fire prone forests in the West by Stephen F. 

Arno and Carl E. Fiedler. 
12) Fire and Vegetation Dynamics – Studies from the North American boreal forest by 

Edward A. Johnson. 
13) Fire and Ecosystems – edited by T.T. Kozlowski & C.E. Ahlgren. 
14) Fire in America – Stephen J. Pyne. 
15) Introduction to Wildland Fire by Stephen J. Pyne, Patricia L. Andrews and Richard D. 

Laven. 
16) Prescribed Burning in California Wildlands Vegetation Management by Harold H. 

Biswell. 
17) Fire’s Effects on Ecosystems by Leonard F. DeBano, Daniel G. Neary and Peter F. 

Ffolliot. 
18) Fire Ecology of Pacific Northwest Forests by James K. Agee. 
19) Fire Ecology - United States and Southern Canada by Henry A. Wright Arthur W. 

Bailey. 
20) The Ecology of Fire by Robert J. Whelan. 
21) Wildfire: A Reader by Alianor True, ed. 
22) Fire in California’s Ecosystems by Neil G. Sugihara, et. al. 
23) Tending Fire by Stephen J. Pyne. 
 

Online readings about Native use of fire 
 
24) Indian Fires in the Northern Rockies - Ethnohistory and Ecology, by Barrett, 

Stephen, and Stephen Arno. Journal of Forestry 80(10): 647-51 (1982). 
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25) The Trouble with Wilderness; or, Getting Back to the Wrong Nature, by William 
Cronon, in: William Cronon, ed., Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human Place 
in Nature, New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1995, 69-90. 

26) Fire Uses From the Past; in: USDA-Forest Service, Fire Management Today 64(3), 
2004. 

27) Wildland Fire - An American Legacy; in: USDA-Forest Service, Fire Management 
Today 60(3), 2000. 

28) Aboriginal Use Of Fire: Are There Any "Natural" Plant Communities? by Gerald 
Williams; in Charles E. Kay and Randy T. Simmons (eds.) Wilderness and Political 
Ecology: Aboriginal Land Management–Myths and Reality, University of Utah Press. 
2002. 


